CHAPTER XL
KANHOJI ANGRE AND THE ENGLISH

SINCE their naval encounter with Shivaji* the English in
Surat and Bombay had lived in peace with their neighbours.
They were brought to the verge of ruin by a domestic
upheaval. The British Parliament had certainly meant to
confer on the East India Company the monopoly of the
eastern trade; but the charter was ambiguously worded,
and some adventurous London merchants interpreting its
language according to their own wishes, held that they
were allowed by law to set up as trade rivals to the
Company. In September, 168^2, one Say set up as a trader
in Muscat. In October 1082 another English ship came to
Goa, three more to Keiigal and yet another to Surat.
These "interlopers" as they were called, made such hand-
some profits that two of the Bombay Council, Petit and
Bourchierf by name, took shares in their ventures. Their
conduct came to light and they were dismissed. Two other
Englishmen, Vincent and Pitt, were for similar offences
dismissed by the Bengal Councilf. These four men combined
and by their correspondence corrupted their forjner fellow
servants. At the same time they did their utmost to win
over to the cause the military. Their task was made
easier by the action of Sir John Child, the President of
the East India Company. He had lately cut down the
officers' allowances and reduced the rate of exchange at
which both they and the common soldiers were paid.
The officers at first remonstrated, but on receiving a
discourteous refusal, determined to mutiny. On the 24th
December 1683 Captain Keigwin, the senior military officer
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